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Putting the Pieces Together: Reason and Writing for Success (1st Edition, 
July 2020) is a text that provides instruction in steps, builds writing, reading, 
and critical thinking, and combines comprehensive grammar review with an 
introduction to paragraph writing and composition. 

Beginning with the sentence and its essential elements, this book addresses 
each concept with clear, concise, and effective examples that are 
immediately reinforced with exercises and opportunities to demonstrate, and 
reinforce, learning. 

Each unit allows students to demonstrate mastery of the principles of quality 
writing. With its incremental approach, it can address a range of writing levels 
and abilities, helping each student in your course prepare for their next 
writing or university course. Constant reinforcement is provided through 
examples and exercises, and the text involves students in the learning 
process through reading, problem-solving, practicing, listening, and 
experiencing the writing process. 

Each chapter also has integrated examples that unify the discussion and 
form a common, easy-to-understand basis for discussion and exploration. This will put students at ease and allow for 
greater absorption of the material. 

Tips for effective writing are included in every chapter, as well. Thought-provoking scenarios provide challenges and 
opportunities for collaboration and interaction. These exercises are especially helpful if group work is incorporated when 
teaching WRIT. Clear exercises teach sentence and paragraph writing skills that lead to common English composition 
and research essays. 

Features: 

• Exercises are integrated in each segment. Each concept is immediately reinforced as soon as it is introduced 
to keep students on track. 

• Exercises are designed to facilitate interaction and collaboration. This allows for peer-peer engagement, 
development of interpersonal skills, and promotion of critical thinking skills. 

• Exercises that involve self-editing and collaborative writing are featured. This feature develops and 
promotes student interest in the areas and content. 

• There are clear internal summaries and effective displays of information. This contributes to ease of 
access to information and increases the ability of your students to locate desired content. 

• Rule explanations are simplified with clear, relevant, and theme-based examples. This feature provides 
context that will facilitate learning and increase knowledge retention. 

• There is an obvious structure to the Unit  and chapter levels. Because the text order is based on the 
sections of the WRIT curriculum rubric for instruction, this allows for easy adaptation to your existing and 
changing course needs or assessment outcomes. 
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Putting the Pieces Together: Reason and Writing for Success - Table of Contents  1 
 

 

Table of Contents  

Acknowledgements 
I. About this Textbook 

II. Original Sources 
III. About eCampusOntario 
IV. Share 

Introduction to the Text 

Preface: An Introduction to the WRIT Curriculum 

Putting the Pieces Together: An Overview of the WRIT Curriculum 
I. Putting the Pieces Together: Reason and Writing for Success 

II. Are There Different Types of Writing Required at College? 
III. So, What is WRIT? 
IV. WRIT Course Learning Outcomes 
V. What You Need to Succeed 
VI. Textbook Organization 

Putting the Pieces Together: The WRIT Rubric 
I. So, What is a Rubric? 

II. WRIT Grading Rubric 

Putting the Pieces Together: What Are Writing Prompts? 
I. What Are Writing Prompts? 

II. Why Are Prompts Used in WRIT? 
III. How Are Prompts Used in WRIT? 
IV. Understanding Writing Prompts 
V. Questions to Ask 

Putting the Pieces Together: Tips for Writing Prompts 
I. Writing Prompts: The Instructions 

II. Prompt Writing Guide 

Putting the Pieces Together: Sample Writing Prompt A 
I. Learn to Use That Laptop: The Case for Mandatory Computers 

Putting the Pieces Together: Sample Writing Prompt B 
I. Volunteering is the Best Business Training 

Unit 1: Writing Content 

Chapter 1: Introduction to Writing: Section Overview 
1.1. Reading and Writing in College 
1.2. Developing Study Skills 
1.3. Becoming a Successful College Writer 



Putting the Pieces Together: Reason and Writing for Success - Table of Contents  2 
 

 

1.4. Introduction to Writing: End-of-Chapter Exercises 

Chapter 2: Close Reading and Textual Analysis: Section Overview 
2.1 Introduction to Close Reading 
2.2 Learning to Read with a Purpose 
2.3 A Close Reading Example 
2.4 Close Reading Activity 1 
2.5 Pause and Reflect: The Observational Paragraph 
2.6 Close Reading Activity 2: The Observational Paragraph 
2.7 Final Thoughts on Close Reading 

Chapter 3: The Writing Process: Where Do I Begin? Section Overview 
3.1 Apply Prewriting Models3. 2 Outlining 
3.2 Drafting 
3.3 Revising and Editing 
3.4 The Writing Process: End-of-Chapter Exercises 

Chapter 4: Writing Essays From Start to Finish: Section Overview 
4.1 Developing a Strong, Clear Thesis Statement 
4.2 Writing Body Paragraphs 
4.3 Organizing Your Writing 
4.4 Writing Introductory and Concluding Paragraphs 
4.5 Identifying Concessions and Counter Arguments 
4.6 Concessions and Counter Arguments: Practice 
4.7 Writing Essays: End-of-Chapter Exercises 

Chapter 5: Rhetorical Modes: Section Overview 
5.1 Narration 
5.2 Illustration 
5.3 Description 
5.4 Classification 
5.5 Process Analysis 
5.6  Definition 
5.7 Comparison and Contrast 
5.8 Cause and Effect 
5.9 Persuasion 
5.10  Rhetorical Modes: End-of-Chapter Exercises 

Unit 2: Writing Organization 

Chapter 6: Writing Paragraphs: Separating Ideas and Shaping Content: Section Overview 
6.1 Purpose, Audience, Tone, and Content 
6.2 Effective Means for Writing a Paragraph 
6.3 Writing Paragraphs: End-of-Chapter Exercises 

Unit 3: Writing Style 

Chapter 7: Writing Basics: What Makes a Good Sentence? Section Overview 



Putting the Pieces Together: Reason and Writing for Success - Table of Contents  3 
 

 

7.1 Sentence Writing 
7.2 Subject-Verb Agreement 
7.3 Verb Tense 
7.4 Capitalization 
7.5 Pronouns 
7.6 Adjectives and Adverbs 
7.7 Misplaced and Dangling Modifiers 
7.8 Writing Basics: End-of-Chapter Exercises 

Chapter 8: Working with Words: Which Word Is Right? Section Overview 
8.1 Commonly Confused Words 
8.2 Spelling 
8.3 Word Choice and Dictionary Use 
8.4 Prefixes and Suffixes 
8.5 Synonyms and Antonyms 
8.6 Using Context Clues 
8.7 Working with Words: End-of-Chapter Exercises 
8.8 Sentence Variety 

Chapter 9: Refining Your Writing: How Do I Improve My Writing Technique? Section Overview 
9.1 Sentence Variety 
9.2 Coordination and Subordination 
9.3 Parallelism 
9.4 Refining Your Writing: End-of-Chapter Exercises 

Unit 4: Writing Mechanics 

Chapter 10: Punctuation: Section Overview 
10.1 Commas 
10.2 Semicolons 
10.3 Colons 
10.4 Using Quotes 
10.5 Apostrophes 
10.6 Parentheses 
10.7 Dashes 
10.8 Hyphens 
10.9 Punctuation: End-of-Chapter Exercises 

Appendix: Writing Resources 

Appendix A: Writing Supports for EAP 

Help for English Language Learners: Section Overview 
A.1.1 Word Order 
A.1.2 Negative Statements 
A.1.3 Count and Noncount Nouns and Article 
A.1.4 Pronouns 



Putting the Pieces Together: Reason and Writing for Success - Table of Contents  4 
 

 

A.1.5 Verb Tenses 
A.1.6 Modal Auxiliaries 
A.1.7 Prepositions 
A.1.8 Slang and Idioms 
A.1.9 Help for English Language Learners: End-of-Chapter Exercises 

Appendix B: Examples of Essays 

B.1.1 Introduction to Sample Essays 
B.1.2 Narrative Essay 
B.1.3 Illustration Essay 
B.1.4 Descriptive Essay 
B.1.5 Classification Essay 
B.1.6 Process Analysis Essay 
B.1.7 Definition Essay 
B.1.8 Compare-and-Contrast Essay 
B.1.9 Cause-and-Effect Essay 
B.1.10 Persuasive Essay 

Appendix C: Documentation 

APA and MLA Documentation and Formatting 
C.1.1 Formatting a Research Paper 
C.1.2 Citing and Referencing Techniques 
C.1.3 Creating a References Section 
C.1.4 Using Modern Language Association (MLA) Style 
C.1.5 APA and MLA Documentation and Formatting: End-of-Chapter Exercises 

Ancillary Resources 
I. Ancillary Text Resources 

II. Additional Open Educational Resources (OER) on Writing 

Version History 
1.0 01 July 2020 First publication 

 

  



Putting the Pieces Together: Reason and Writing for Success - Table of Contents  5 
 

 

Acknowledgments  
This open textbook has been compiled, edited and partially adapted by faculty from the School of Language and 
Liberal Studies at Fanshawe College by using existing open educational sources available through a Creative Commons 
ShareAlike attribution licence. 

Putting the Pieces Together: Reason and Writing for Success has been remixed and adapted  from two existing sources. 

• Writing for Success from the University of Minnesota Libraries Publishing through the eLearning Support 
Initiative, which is made available under the terms of a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-
ShareAlike license 

• Parts of chapter 2 have been reproduced and adapted from Aaron Tucker and Paul Chafe’s  Write Here, Right 
Now: An Interactive Introduction to Academic Writing and Research (2018) by Ryerson University and is 
licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License, except where otherwise noted. 

The versions listed above of Writing for Success were derived from work originally created, produced and distributed 
under a Creative Commons license (CC BY-NC-SA) in 2011 by a publisher who has requested that they and the original 
author not receive attribution. 

 
 

 

https://creativecommons.org/share-your-work/licensing-types-examples/
https://creativecommons.org/share-your-work/licensing-types-examples/
http://www.lib.umn.edu/publishing
https://www.lib.umn.edu/elearning
https://www.lib.umn.edu/elearning
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/
https://pressbooks.library.ryerson.ca/writehere
https://pressbooks.library.ryerson.ca/writehere
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

	Table of Contents
	Acknowledgements
	I. About this Textbook
	II. Original Sources
	III. About eCampusOntario
	IV. Share

	Introduction to the Text
	Preface: An Introduction to the WRIT Curriculum
	Putting the Pieces Together: An Overview of the WRIT Curriculum
	I. Putting the Pieces Together: Reason and Writing for Success
	II. Are There Different Types of Writing Required at College?
	III. So, What is WRIT?
	IV. WRIT Course Learning Outcomes
	V. What You Need to Succeed
	VI. Textbook Organization

	Putting the Pieces Together: The WRIT Rubric
	I. So, What is a Rubric?
	II. WRIT Grading Rubric

	Putting the Pieces Together: What Are Writing Prompts?
	I. What Are Writing Prompts?
	II. Why Are Prompts Used in WRIT?
	III. How Are Prompts Used in WRIT?
	IV. Understanding Writing Prompts
	V. Questions to Ask

	Putting the Pieces Together: Tips for Writing Prompts
	I. Writing Prompts: The Instructions
	II. Prompt Writing Guide

	Putting the Pieces Together: Sample Writing Prompt A
	I. Learn to Use That Laptop: The Case for Mandatory Computers

	Putting the Pieces Together: Sample Writing Prompt B
	I. Volunteering is the Best Business Training


	Unit 1: Writing Content
	Chapter 1: Introduction to Writing: Section Overview
	1.1. Reading and Writing in College
	1.2. Developing Study Skills
	1.3. Becoming a Successful College Writer
	1.4. Introduction to Writing: End-of-Chapter Exercises

	Chapter 2: Close Reading and Textual Analysis: Section Overview
	2.1 Introduction to Close Reading
	2.2 Learning to Read with a Purpose
	2.3 A Close Reading Example
	2.4 Close Reading Activity 1
	2.5 Pause and Reflect: The Observational Paragraph
	2.6 Close Reading Activity 2: The Observational Paragraph
	2.7 Final Thoughts on Close Reading

	Chapter 3: The Writing Process: Where Do I Begin? Section Overview
	3.1 Apply Prewriting Models3. 2 Outlining
	3.2 Drafting
	3.3 Revising and Editing
	3.4 The Writing Process: End-of-Chapter Exercises

	Chapter 4: Writing Essays From Start to Finish: Section Overview
	4.1 Developing a Strong, Clear Thesis Statement
	4.2 Writing Body Paragraphs
	4.3 Organizing Your Writing
	4.4 Writing Introductory and Concluding Paragraphs
	4.5 Identifying Concessions and Counter Arguments
	4.6 Concessions and Counter Arguments: Practice
	4.7 Writing Essays: End-of-Chapter Exercises

	Chapter 5: Rhetorical Modes: Section Overview
	5.1 Narration
	5.2 Illustration
	5.3 Description
	5.4 Classification
	5.5 Process Analysis
	5.6  Definition
	5.7 Comparison and Contrast
	5.8 Cause and Effect
	5.9 Persuasion
	5.10  Rhetorical Modes: End-of-Chapter Exercises


	Unit 2: Writing Organization
	Chapter 6: Writing Paragraphs: Separating Ideas and Shaping Content: Section Overview
	6.1 Purpose, Audience, Tone, and Content
	6.2 Effective Means for Writing a Paragraph
	6.3 Writing Paragraphs: End-of-Chapter Exercises


	Unit 3: Writing Style
	Chapter 7: Writing Basics: What Makes a Good Sentence? Section Overview
	7.1 Sentence Writing
	7.2 Subject-Verb Agreement
	7.3 Verb Tense
	7.4 Capitalization
	7.5 Pronouns
	7.6 Adjectives and Adverbs
	7.7 Misplaced and Dangling Modifiers
	7.8 Writing Basics: End-of-Chapter Exercises

	Chapter 8: Working with Words: Which Word Is Right? Section Overview
	8.1 Commonly Confused Words
	8.2 Spelling
	8.3 Word Choice and Dictionary Use
	8.4 Prefixes and Suffixes
	8.5 Synonyms and Antonyms
	8.6 Using Context Clues
	8.7 Working with Words: End-of-Chapter Exercises
	8.8 Sentence Variety

	Chapter 9: Refining Your Writing: How Do I Improve My Writing Technique? Section Overview
	9.1 Sentence Variety
	9.2 Coordination and Subordination
	9.3 Parallelism
	9.4 Refining Your Writing: End-of-Chapter Exercises


	Unit 4: Writing Mechanics
	Chapter 10: Punctuation: Section Overview
	10.1 Commas
	10.2 Semicolons
	10.3 Colons
	10.4 Using Quotes
	10.5 Apostrophes
	10.6 Parentheses
	10.7 Dashes
	10.8 Hyphens
	10.9 Punctuation: End-of-Chapter Exercises



	Appendix: Writing Resources
	Appendix A: Writing Supports for EAP
	Help for English Language Learners: Section Overview
	A.1.1 Word Order
	A.1.2 Negative Statements
	A.1.3 Count and Noncount Nouns and Article
	A.1.4 Pronouns
	A.1.5 Verb Tenses
	A.1.6 Modal Auxiliaries
	A.1.7 Prepositions
	A.1.8 Slang and Idioms
	A.1.9 Help for English Language Learners: End-of-Chapter Exercises


	Appendix B: Examples of Essays
	B.1.1 Introduction to Sample Essays
	B.1.2 Narrative Essay
	B.1.3 Illustration Essay
	B.1.4 Descriptive Essay
	B.1.5 Classification Essay
	B.1.6 Process Analysis Essay
	B.1.7 Definition Essay
	B.1.8 Compare-and-Contrast Essay
	B.1.9 Cause-and-Effect Essay
	B.1.10 Persuasive Essay


	Appendix C: Documentation
	APA and MLA Documentation and Formatting
	C.1.1 Formatting a Research Paper
	C.1.2 Citing and Referencing Techniques
	C.1.3 Creating a References Section
	C.1.4 Using Modern Language Association (MLA) Style
	C.1.5 APA and MLA Documentation and Formatting: End-of-Chapter Exercises

	Ancillary Resources
	Version History
	1.0 01 July 2020 First publication



	Acknowledgments

