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Topic
For this paper, I intend to discuss female genital mutilation (FGM) and the Global Media
Campaign to End FGM. I will focus on two main aspects of this program, if it is effective, and if

it is recreating colonial structures or providing a genuine benefit.

Thesis

This paper will argue that the Global Media Campaign to End FGM is ineffective as it is not
specified to individual communities, and is structured in an inaccessible way and that for
campaigns like this to be successful and effective they should prioritize the expertise of locals,
create programming on a community level, and use this programming to increase the

independence of women.

Paper Structure
Introduction
Background on FGM
1. What are the different types of FGM
2. Where does FGM primarily occur
3. What are the dangers that FGM causes
a. Medical issues
b. Gender inequality issues
Background on Global Media Campaign to End FGM
1. What are the goals of the campaign

2. How are they being measured



Schnurr 2

3. What actions is this organization taking

4. What other organizations are working in a similar area and on the same issues

Why this organization is ineffective

1.

2.

It is not specified to individual communities

Each community has different beliefs and practices surrounding FGM

They also have different methods of performing the procedure and language
surrounding it

There are many different communities within each African country, as
colonization did not necessarily keep communities together, or separate

This organization programs on the national level, and thus is not able to target the
specific motivations, beliefs, practices and languages surrounding the procedure

making their programming less effective

It is not structured in an accessible way

a.

b.

C.

It does not allow for diologue between the activists, and the individuals involved
in FGM

This programming may cause individuals to proclaim to be agaisnt FGM, but
continue to practice it, thus driving the practice underground where it is less safe
and cannot be monitored

The forms of transmission of information may struggle to reach more rural

locations, which have the highest prevalence of FGM

How to be successful

1.

Prioritize the expertise of locals
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a. Studies demonstrate that campaigns are the most effective when they target the
local elites, so targeting these populations and changing their values can help to
change the values of the greater community

b. Locals can help activists to understand the specific community motivations for
FGM and help to design targeted programming

c. This can avoid re-creating structures of colonialism where outsiders tell locals
what to do, which can make them increasingly resistant to change

2. Create programming on a community level

a. Most of the programming done by activists occurs in areas where they are the
least resistant to change, often urban areas. These are also often the areas where
FGM happens the least, and they are the least needed. Targeting communities
where it occurs more frequently can help the most girls

b. This can help to create diologe within a community and allow them to understand
the dangers of FGM in a cultrually relavant way

c. FGM is perpetuated as it is seen as a cultual norm that and if girls do not follow
they will be excluded from the community. Targeting a community and making it
no longer a cultural norm will make it possible for girls to resist FGM

3. Use programming to increase the independence of women

a. FGM is often preformed by women in the community and it is their source of
income

b. Girls often undergo FGM for fear of being unable to get married if they do not,

and marrige is how they survive
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c. Ifalternative forms of income were provided women would not have to perform
this procedure to survive, and if they were more independent the fear of not being
able to marry would be less pressing

Conclusion
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