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Obstetrics

If you would like to review the textbook chapter content, please visit Chapter 8: Obstetrics [New Tab].

Learning Objectives

» Identify the common processes in obstetrics and explore procedures, diagnostics tests and common
complications related to obstetrics

» Describe the specialty of obstetrics and other medical specialties associated with obstetrics

* Analyze, translate, and define medical terms and common abbreviations of obstetrics

» Practice the spelling and pronunciation of obstetric terminology

Key Word Components

Identify meanings of key word components of obstetrics:

Prefixes

* ante- (before)

e dys- (painful, labored, difficult)
* endo- (within)

* in-, intra- (within, inside)

* micro- (small)

e multi- (many)

* neo- (new)

* nulli- (none)

e post- (after)
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Obstetrics Words

Pronouncing and Defining Obstetrics Medical Terms

Obstetrics Words Not Easily Broken into Word Parts (Text version)

1.

abortion (AB) (a-BOR-shon)

o termination of the pregnancy before the fetus is viable
abruptio placentae (-BRUP-shé-6 pla-SENT-3)

o pre-mature separation of the placenta from the uterine wall
Apgar score (AP-gar skor)

> Evaluation of a newborn’s physical condition within one to five minutes after birth, which was
developed by and named for Virginia Apgar (making this an eponym).

Breech (bréch)

o The position of the fetus is feet first. Ideally, the position of the fetus should be head first.
Cesarean section (CS, C-section) (si-ZAR-é-an SEK-shon)

> Delivery of the fetus through an abdominal incision
cephalic presentation (sé-FAL-ik pré-zen-TA-shon)

o birth position in which any part of the head emerges first
Cephalic version (sé-FAL-ik VER-zhon)

o pertaining to turning the head; this procedure is done on the fetus when they are in the head-down
position.

cerclage (sér-KLAZH)

o Suturing of the cervix to prevent dilation and premature delivery
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° act of giving birth
23. placenta previa (pla-SENT-a PRE-vé-3)

o abnormally low implantation of the placenta on the uterine wall, can result in hemorrhage and a c-
section

24. preeclampsia (pre-é-KLAMP-sé-a)

> The abnormal condition in pregnancy where the patient experiences hypertension, edema and
proteinuria is called, but with no convulsions. Can progress to eclampsia.

25. premature infant (pré-ma-CHUR IN-fint)
o infant born before completing 37 weeks of gestation (also called preterm infant)
26. puerperium (pi-ér-PE-ré-im)
o period from delivery until the reproductive organs return to normal (approximately six weeks)
27. quickening (KWIK-én-ing)
o first feeling of movement of the fetus in utero by the pregnant woman
28. stillborn (STIL-born)
° an infant that is born dead

Activity source: Obstetrics Words Not Built From Word Parts from Medical Terminology. by Grimm et al.,
licensed under CC BY 4.0. / Some H5P audio re-recorded by Tania Deane and David McCuaig and text version
added.

Pronouncing and Defining Commonly Abbreviated Obstetrics Terms

Practice pronouncing and defining these commonly abbreviated obstetrics terms:

* AB (abortion)

* AFP (Alpha-fetoprotein test)

Al (artificial insemination)

* CS, C-section (cesarean section)

e CVS (chorionic villus sampling)

» DOB (date of birth)

* EDD (expected or estimated date of delivery)
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* FAS (fetal alcohol syndrome)

* FHR (fetal heart rate)

* G (gravida or pregnant)

* GPA (gravida, para, abortus - three figures representing a patient’s reproductive history)
* GYN (gynecology)

* IVF (in vitro fertilization)

* LH (luteinizing hormone)

e LMP (last menstrual period)

* multip (multipara)

* NB (newborn)

* OB (obstetrics)

* primip (primipara)

* RDS (respiratory distress syndrome)

* VBAC (vaginal birth after cesarean section)

Sorting Terms

Sort the terms from the word lists above into the following categories:

* Disease and Disorder (terms describing any deviation from normal structure and function)

» Diagnostic (terms related to process of identifying a disease, condition, or injury from its signs and
symptoms)

* Therapeutic (terms related to treatment or curing of diseases)

* Anatomic (terms related to body structure)

Medical Terms in Context

Place the following medical terms in context to complete the scenario below:

Obstetrics- Pathology Report (Text version)
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Use the words below to fill in the pathology report:

* salpingectomy » fallopian * cassettes
* ectopic * tube * microscopic
e ultrasound * clots e pregnancy

OBSTETRICS - PATHOLOGY REPORT

PATIENT NAME: Bonnie PERRY
AGE: 34

SEX: Female

DOB: May 3

PATIENT ID: 900132

DATE OF ADMISSION AND SURGERY: June 14
ADMITTING DIAGNOSIS: Ectopic pregnancy
SURGEON: Adam Vance, MD, OB/GYN

PATHOLOGY ID: Specimen No. 05-S-899
SPECIMEN RECEIVED: June 14 Specimen Reported: June 18
SURGICAL PROCEDURE: Right partial [Blank 1].

CLINICAL HISTORY: This 34-year-old white female had an
[Blank 3].

[Blank 2] pregnancy as

proven by pelvic

TISSUE RECEIVED: Right fallopian tube.

GROSS DESCRIPTION: The specimen designated right

reveals the presence of a fallopian tube measuring 5.9 cm in length and 2.3 cm in average diameter. Sectioning

ofthe [Blank 5] shows it to be distended withblood __ [Blank 6] and possible field
[Blank 7], A through C, for embedding.

[Blank 4] tube was examined

tissue. The sections were taken, and placed in three
MICROSCOPIC DESCRIPTION: __ _ [Blank 8] examination performed.
[Blank 9].

Joseph Gibbs, MD, Anatomic & Clinical Pathology

Note: Report samples (H5P and Pressbooks) are to encourage learners to identify correct medical
terminology and do not represent the Association for Health Documentation Integrity (AHDI) formatting
standards.

Check your Answers: !

Activity source: Obstetrics- Pathology Report by Heather Scudder, from Building a Medical Terminology
Foundation by Kimberlee Carter and Marie Rutherford, licensed under CC BY- 4.0. / Text version added.
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Test Your Knowledge

Test your knowledge by answering the questions below:

Obstetrics Glossary Reinforcement Activity (Text version)
1. Termination of a pregnancy before the fetus is viable is called ____[Blank 1].

a. Abortion
b. Amniocentesis
c. Gestation

2. The abnormal condition in pregnancy where the patient experiences hypertension, edema and

proteinuria is called [Blank 2].

a. Hyperemesis Gravida
b. Preeclampsia
c. Dystocia

3. When the embryo implants any other place but the inner endo-uterine lining it is called a(n)
[Blank 3].

a. Ectopic pregnancy
b. Placenta Previa
c. Zygote intrafallopian transfer

4. A condition where the infant’s head is larger than the pelvic outlet and therefore will require a c-section
is called [Blank 4].

a. Cephalopelvic disproportion
b. Cephalic version
c. Induction

5. Atest conducted on the pregnant woman to assess the fetal heart rate is called [Blank 5].

a. Alpha-fetoprotein test
b. Non-stress test
c. Meconium staining

Check your Answers: 2

Activity source: Obstetrics Glossary Reinforcement Activity by Kimberlee Carter, from Building a Medical
Terminology Foundation by Kimberlee Carter and Marie Rutherford, licensed under CC BY- 4.0. / Text version
added.
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Attribution

Except where otherwise noted, this book is adapted from Medical Terminology by Grimm et al. (2022), Nicolet College,
CC BY 4.0 International. / A derivative of Building a Medical Terminology Foundation by Carter & Rutherford (2020), and
Anatomy and Physiology by Betts, et al., CC BY 4.0, which can be accessed for free at OpenStax Anatomy and Physiology
(https: //openstax.org /books/anatomy-and-physiology/pages/1-introduction).

Notes

1. 1lsalpingectomy, 2.ectopic, 3.ultrasound, 4.fallopian, 5.tube, 6. clots, 7.cassettes, 8. Microscopic, 9.pregnancy

2. 1. Abortion, 2. Preeclampsia, 3. Ectopic pregnancy, 4. Cephalopelvic disproportion, 5.Non-stress test,
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DESIGN YOUR OWN WORKSHEET

Design Your Own Worksheet

Chapter:

Instructions

Work through the chapter and locate the prefixes and suffixes and add them to the table
below with their meaning.

Prefixes and Suffixes

Prefix Meaning Suffix Meaning

Abbreviations

Abbreviation Meaning

This activity aligns with chapter content from Building a Medical Terminology Foundation 2e by

Kimberlee Carter, Marie Rutherford, and Connie Stevens, licensed under CC BY 4.0.



https://ecampusontario.pressbooks.pub/medicalterminology2/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

Instructions

Locate the combining forms (root) from this chapter and include them below. Find medical
terms in the chapter which use the combining form as part of the term and list and define

them in the space provided below.

Locate chapter words without combining form. List them below.

Locate words from the chapter not built from word parts that you should memorize. List them

below.

This activity aligns with chapter content from Building a Medical Terminology Foundation 2e by

Kimberlee Carter, Marie Rutherford, and Connie Stevens, licensed under CC BY 4.0.
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Scenario
(Obstetrics)

Scenario - Obstetrics

Instructions

Read aloud the following paragraph, paying close attention to the correct pronunciation of
each medical term. Use the phonetic spelling provided with the term to guide you. At the
conclusion of reading the paragraph and using this document, compose a list of the bolded
medical terms and translate their correct meaning. Be sure to number each term in your list.

Scenario:

Erica, a 28-year-old healthy female walked into her doctor’s office with complaints of nausea,
vomiting, extreme fatigue throughout the day, increased urination and noted breast sensitivity
while in the shower. She explained to Dr. Schott she had just come back from a weekend of
camping with friends and had done a lot of hiking and eating. Erica was thinking she ate something
that was spoiled. Her breasts are often tender due to FCC (Firbrocystic Breast Changes).

To start the assessment, the doctor asked Erica if she had noticed a change in her weight or
appetite since the nausea began. Erica denied either. Next the doctor asked if Erica noted a change
in her menstrual periods. Erica admitted to it being two months since her last period which she
didn’t think anything of, because she had been late before. Based on Erica’s medical history from
past records, Erica stands with a nulligravida (nlil-i-GRAV-i-da) nullipara (niil-IP-a-ra) status.
Erica had the idea of being pregnant in the back of her mind and was hoping her symptoms were
not a case of pseudocyesis (soo-d6-si-E-sis).

Blood work and further physical assessment by Dr. Schott indicated Erica was indeed pregnant.
Her status now changed to primigravida (pri-mi-GRAV-id-a) nullipara.

Six months have gone by, and Erica’s antepartum (dn-té-PAR-tiim) period went well, except fora 5
day stretch of hyperemesis gravida (hi-pér-EM-é-sis GRAV-i-da) which had her hospitalized for a
day of IV fluids and hydration. The fetal heart rate FHR has been in the range of 132 - 152 bpm and
Erica admitted the baby has been quite active.

At the beginning of her 8th month of pregnancy, Erica reported to Dr. Schott that the baby was not
as active as it had been last month. Dr. Schott ordered fetal heart monitor testing on the baby
during the clinic visit and did note a change. Dr. Schott suggested that an amniocentesis (am-né-
o-sen-TE-sis) be completed, to check the baby’s lung function and to look for any
genetic/chromosomal conditions. The amniocentesis test results came back negative for both.

This document is adapted from the open textbook Medical Terminology created by a work group
from within Wisconsin Technical College System, licensed under CC BY 4.0. This activity aligns

with chapter content from Building a Medical Terminology Foundation 2e by Kimberlee Carter,
Marie Rutherford, and Connie Stevens, licensed under CC BY 4.0 unless otherwise noted.
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By this time, Erica is two weeks over-due. Dr. Schott has noted that there hasn’t been a change in
the growth of the fetus since the past two visits. Because she is now post term, a test to detect
Oligohydramnios (6l-ig-6-hi-DRAM-né-6s) was ordered. Instead of waiting for amniorrhexis (am-
né-0-REK-sis) to occur, Dr. Schott performed an Amniotomy (am-ne-OT-6-meé), and the labor
process began.

An episiotomy (i-piz-€-OT-6-mé) needed to be performed during the birth of the child to prevent
un-necessary tearing of the vaginal wall. Erica gave birth to a healthy, 7-pound baby boy. The
baby’s APGAR score was 8, showing low numbers in respiratory effort. For this reason, Dr. Schott
referred the baby to Dr. McGraw, a neonatologist (né-6-na-TOL-6-jist), for closer observation of
the growth and development of the baby.

Dr. Schott updated Erica’s chart to reflect that her status now changed to multigravida (mul-ti-
GRAV-i-dd) multipara (mul-TIP-4-ra).

This document is adapted from the open textbook Medical Terminology created by a work group
from within Wisconsin Technical College System, licensed under CC BY 4.0. This activity aligns

with chapter content from Building a Medical Terminology Foundation 2e by Kimberlee Carter,
Marie Rutherford, and Connie Stevens, licensed under CC BY 4.0 unless otherwise noted.
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Definitions Using Word Parts
(Obstetrics)

Definitions Using Word Parts - Obstetrics

Instructions

Type the terms from the numbered list found below. For each term keyed, divide the
combining form, suffix, and prefix with a slash to show the individual word parts. Then define
the term in your own words according to the rules provided in the resource (reading from the
suffix, then back to the beginning of the word, then across). Be sure to number each termin
your document.

Example

hepat/itis - inflammation of the liver

Define the following terms by breaking into word parts:

1. Amniocentesis

2. Amniorrhexis

& Antepartum

4. Episiotomy

5. Hyperemesis gravida
6. Lactogenic

7. Lactorrhea

8. Multigravida

9. Multipara (multip)

10. Neonatologist
11. Nulligravida

12. Oligohydramnios
13. Postpartum

This document is adapted from the open textbook Medical Terminology created by a work group
from within Wisconsin Technical College System, licensed under CC BY 4.0. This activity aligns

with content from Building a Medical Terminology Foundation 2e by Kimberlee Carter, Marie
Rutherford, and Connie Stevens, licensed under CC BY 4.0 unless otherwise noted.
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14. Primigravida
15. Primipara (primip)
16. Pseudocyesis

17. Teratogenic

This document is adapted from the open textbook Medical Terminology created by a work group
from within Wisconsin Technical College System, licensed under CC BY 4.0. This activity aligns

with the integumentary system chapter content from Building a Medical Terminology Foundation 2e
by Kimberlee Carter, Marie Rutherford, and Connie Stevens, licensed under CC BY 4.0 unless
otherwise noted.
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