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Two-Eyed Seeing was coined by Eskasoni Mik’maw Elder Albert Marshall. We can interpret his knowledge that we have two eyes capable of seeing the world through two independent perspectives. From the western eye, we focus on things usually learned through the Western education system. We might learn about Western philosophies and ways of thinking. In terms of health science,
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we might use positivism or empiricism to guide learning with the scientific method. We have already learned that the gold standard of evidence is clinical trials. From the indigenous eye, we focus on things usually learned through our relationshipships with the land, environment, and or through relationships with our family and community members who are usually knowledge keepers. We might learn about indigenous ways of knowing through ceremony or through storytelling and oral traditions.
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For example, we might participate in a sweat lodge ceremony to ask for healing or direction. By listening to our teachings and learning how they can apply to other areas in our lives, we learn the importance of these teachings and how we can apply them in our daily lives and use them in our work. Applying Elder Albert Marshall's wisdom, Two-Eyed Seeing is possible. Enabling us to see with both of our eyes, bringing these two independent perspectives together.
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In many ways, this creates what Knowledge Keep Willie Ermine calls an ethical space, where people with different perspectives can co-create knowledge for future generations.

