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RE: Student Placements and COVID-19 Vaccination Requirements
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Mohawk College is committed to protecting the ongoing health and safety of our students while completing a Placement or Co-op (“Placement(s)”) with our community partners. In accordance with changes to Ministry and Public Health direction, Mohawk College will be suspending our mandatory vaccination policy as of April 18, 2022. 

While Mohawk College’s vaccination policy has changed, employers/community partners may opt to, or be regulated to continue requiring that student placement participants must be Fully Vaccinated, or, have received an approved exemption under the Ontario Human Rights Code in order to participate. While programs associated with long-term care homes, hospitals, correctional facilities and/or congregate settings are most likely to be impacted, all students in any placement may be subject to these requirements.

Students with an approved medical or human rights-based exemption may be permitted to attend in-person placements, dependent on the employer/community partner’s policy. Not fulfilling vaccination requirements may impact a student’s ability to complete their academic program and may result in financial or academic implications. 

[bookmark: _Hlk77336019]If you cannot be Fully Vaccinated and require accommodations under legislation, please see the section below regarding Vaccination Exemptions.

Where COVID-19 vaccinations have been identified as a condition of participation in onsite placement activities by the employer/community partner, students may be required to provide proof of vaccination before beginning placement. The program area or employer/community partner will inform the student of the process to submit proof of vaccination. 

Mohawk College continues to monitor the pandemic closely and is ready to adjust these plans if conditions change or we receive new direction from Public Health authorities. The College’s vaccination policy could be reinstated on short notice if conditions change. This could impact unvaccinated student placement participants.

If you have any questions about your placement please contact the department responsible for organizing your placement, such as the Program Coordinator, Co-op Specialist, or Field Placement Specialist. 

If you have any questions about your Academic Plan or deferring your placement, contact your Academic Advisor, Student Success Advisor, Co-op Specialist, or Continuing Education.


Vaccination Exemptions

Exemption applications MUST be done before you begin placement. Allow a minimum of 10 business days to process submissions. 

1. Medical Human Rights Based Exemptions

[bookmark: _Hlk100842836]Mohawk College encourages all those seeking a medical exemption to use the enhanced vaccine certificate with QR code for medical exemptions, for those who have been issued the QR code. Staff and Students who provide the enhanced vaccine certificate with QR code as their documentation of medical exemption will be granted exemptions and will not be subject to the 10 business day wait time for processing. 

Alternatively, employees and students without proof of full vaccination against COVID-19 can provide written proof of a medical reason, provided by a physician or registered nurse in the extended class that sets out:

· a documented medical reason for not being Fully Vaccinated against COVID-19, as per the Ontario Ministry of Health Medical Exemptions to Covid-19 Vaccination, Version 3.0 (and all future versions); and
· the effective time-period for the medical reason.

Individuals who establish an entitlement to medical accommodation, as per the Ontario Ministry of Health Medical Exemptions to Covid-19 Vaccination, Version 3.0 (and all future versions), will be provided reasonable accommodations, which may include placement deferral, and will be expected to comply with any requirements that the College or Placement Employer/Agency deems necessary to protect community health and safety, including, the requirement to complete regular rapid antigen testing.

Please use the Mohawk Safety App to register your intention to request an exemption for medical reasons and then submit the COVID-19 Medical Exemption Form to healthycampus@mohawkcollege.ca. Following submission of the Medical Exemption Form, you will be notified of the outcome prior to the start of placement. Until an exemption request is approved, you may not begin placement activities. If a request for an exemption is denied, a student may not be guaranteed placement with an employer/community partner. 

2. Non-Medical Human Rights Grounds-Based Exemptions

Employees and students who cannot be vaccinated due to a substantiated non-medical human rights-based grounds under the Ontario Human Rights Code will continue to be provided reasonable accommodations and will be expected to comply with any requirements that the College and/or employer/community partner deems necessary to protect community health and safety, including, the requirement to complete regular rapid antigen testing.

Please use the Mohawk Safety App to register your intention to request an exemption for a non-medical human rights based exemption and then submit the COVID-19 Non-Medical Exemption Form to healthycampus@mohawkcollege.ca.  Following submission of the Non-Medical Exemption Form, you will be notified of the outcome prior to the start of placement. Until an exemption request is approved, you may not begin placement activities. If a request for an exemption is denied, a student may not be guaranteed placement with an employer/community partner.

3. Rapid Antigen Testing

Where a student is required to complete antigen testing they may do so through their employer/community partner if appropriate, Mohawk College Antigen Testing Clinic (by appointment only) or through an external service provider. Home based tests are not accepted.

The costs of external tests will not be covered by the college. If you choose to use an external service, you must either bring the results to the college Rapid Antigen Testing Clinic or email to antigenclinic@mohawkcollege.ca for verification and tracking. Please note, test results other than those mentioned will not be accepted.
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